Foreign Currency Accounts 
with Bank Leumi 


Israel's first and largest banking 
group, with over US $20 billion in 
assets, welcomes you to our Foreign 
Resident and Tourist Centers. Visit 
us for all your banking needs, 


ὁ Exchange of travelers checks 
e Cash avai in Israeli currency 
our VISA credit card 
. Red ope of State of Israel 
Bonds 

e Unrestricted, tax- free foreign 
currency time deposits 

4 Expert financial counselling for the 
investment-minded 

ὁ Securities accounts 

e Advisory and brokerage services for 
trading on the Tel Aviv and other 
international stock exchanges 

4 Money Desk for forward, Spot and 
trade deals in foreign currencies 
and precious metals Ὁ 

e Trust and Property management 
- programs 

e Sole distributorship (in Israel) of 
Krugerrand gold coins 


Foreign Resident and Toure Centers 
Tel Aviv 

130 Ben Yehuda St. 

Tel. (03)229231 

Jerusalem 

47 Jaffa.Rd. 

Tel. (02)227471/2 


᾿ Haifa - 


123 Hanassi Blvd. - 


“Tel. (04)86141 


1For further information 
please mail this coupon to: 
iThe Manager 

\Foreign Resident and 
‘Tourist Center. 

1130 Ben Yehuda St. 
'Tel Aviv, 63401 

lor: The Manager 

i Foreign Resident and 

1 Tourist Center 

147 Jaffa Rd. 

iJerusalem 94221 


\ Tdlephone 
11 am in Israel until (date), 
ea in Israel 


Head Office. 24- 32 2 Yehuda Halevi i Stee, Tel Aviv. Tel (03) 651 
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’ Japan invades 


our car market 


LOOK WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU TRY HARDER 


ει . For more than ἃ decade Avis has been No. Lin Europe. 
No.1 with the largest rental car fleet - 
: so you have a greater choice. 
No.1 with the largest service back-up 
“* _ SO you get the best service possible. 
x 5 : - No.1 
Ἢ ᾿ ᾿ So you can be safer, 


with more people to look after you than anyone else. 


In Israel too, we continue to be No. 1 
with our central garage, which is the most 
modern and advanced of its kind in the Middle East 
So you rent from us a safe and reliable car. 
with the largest branches network: 30 offices all 
Over the country. 
So you can rent a car at one end of the country . 
in one of the most modern reservation centers 
and return itat the other end. Ὁ 
bid Fosetced ordera oon Israel and have it 

ing for you-at one Οἱ 
wee around the world. : ἮΝ δὰ ance 
‘No.1 That's what happens when you try harder. 


No.1 


No. 1 


oA 
AS? : 
ps 

ay. puke 
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Ayenfor driving — Japanese cars naw appearing on our roads include: top left, Datsun, top right. Subaru, above left, Daihatsu, and above right, Toyota. 


THERE IS ἃ possibility that many 
more Japanese cars will soon be 
seen_on Israeli rouds. Negotintions 
belween Israeli importers and 
Japanese manufacturers of Datsun, 
Toyolo, Mitsubishi and Isuzi have 
been going on for over 15 years, but 
util recently, without much suc- 
cess, 

But now, a lessening in Japanese 
feats of Arab boycolts may effect 
some progress in negotiations. Ac- 
cording to one imporier of Japanese 


. g00d8:""The Inpanese have come to 


realize thal the Arab boycott dog 
only barks, but does nut bite." 
Whether 1983 model Datsuns und 
Toyotus will be driven on Israeli 
Toads, depends on how quickly the 
Iaelis can get the Japanese to sign 
a agreement; and then, on how 
long it takes for red tape to be 
cleared. All the paper-work- for- 
ham must be taken care of 
th Ore new cars are permitled into 
τ Country. Cars must be tested by 
Ministry of Transport to deter- 
are Whether they meet Israeli 
fafely standards, Individual im- 


- Porters are subsequently obliged to 


Prove import capability of at leust 
ars per annum, as well us 
buerantecing “servicing and 


A nip in the air 


Israelis are saying ‘hai’ to Japanese 
cars, Yitzhak Oked reports. 


availubility of spare parts. 

liven if negotiations remain at an 
impasse, forecasts indicate in- 
croused sules here in 1983 of 
Japanese curs, This reporter visited 
several showrooms of automobile 
importers, and found them doing 
brisk business. Showrooms were 
crowded with potential customers 
despite the [ποι thal last year, 
Israelis purchased n record number 
of 80,000 cars. The buying-spree 
pattern is continuing. : 

‘The most popular car in Israel is 
the Japanese manufactured Subaru. 
During the first nine months of this 
year, Subaru sales exceeded 14,000, 
representing approximately one 
quarter of the 60,000 cars sold dur- 
ing this period. Next in line were: 
Peugeot and Citroen, 10,598; 
Renault 6,670; Fiat 6,480; 
Volkswagen, Audi 5,903; Ford 
4,277; Opel Chevrolet 2,969 and 


Autobianchi, Lancia 2,877. 
Japanauto Israel Auto Corpora- 
tion, the Subaru importers, aim to 
Increase their lead. Reacting to 
reports thal more Japanese 
automobile firms will be joining the 
Israeli market, and cognisant that 
another Japanese car, the Daihatsu, 


-has been selling In Israel for the past 


three months, J.1.A,C, plans lo 
make Subaru even more altractive 
to the Israeli buyer. 

A company official did not rule 
out the possibility that Subaru 
prices may be reduced to undercut 
competition, even though no other 
importer of Japanese cars can 
presently sell at prices lower than 
those quoted by his company. ἡ 

He added that since 1969, when 
J.LA.C. began selling Subarus here, 
there has been an astronomical 
growth rate in sales, ‘*When we first 
appeared on the market, many 


Igraclis were sceptical. They were 
biased against a cheap Japanese car. 
But in a short time they came to 
realize that we were offering a good 
bargain. The cars are beautifully 
designed and comfortable to drive. 
We proved our reliability and ar- 
ranged for Subaru service with gar- 
ages in most parts of the country. 
Spare parts are available at 
reasonable prices.” These were not 
overnight developments; but once 
the Israeli public became con- 


vinced, Subaru became a best seller” 


in Israel. 

Daihatsu, the newcomer to Isracl, 
is imported by Noa distributors, a 
privately owned company, and 
Nitzba, a company belonging to 
members of the Egged Cooperative. 
Former Defence Minister Ezer 
Weizmann, is chairman of its board 
of directors, 

Yair Ankori, a past member of 
the Dan Cooperative, is Noa's 
managing director. Unafraid of any 
other Japanese competition, he 
confident that there is enough room 
for everyone in the ever-growing 
Israeli market. 

Ankori's optimism is based on the 
fact that although his company 
began its sales campaign in the 


midst of Operation Peace for 

Galilee, Noa sald over 1,000 
aulomobiles in only three months. 

“This includes sales to car rental εὖ 
companies, some of which hired oul. ! 
these vehicles to people travelling 5. Ὁ 
te and from Lebanon. Daihatsus : 
proved themsclves on the rough r 
Lebunese roads. They took a lot of ; 
punishment, but all the feedback we 
got on their performance was 
favourable." 

Non has more than 2,000 orders 
in hand for 1983 models of 
Daihatsu, with a waiting list ull 
March, 1983. ᾿ 

Most people are mystified by the 
sudden surge in automobile sales, 
especiully when considering that 
prices of new curs start at between’ 
$200,000 and 15300,000, plus the 
additional financial headache of 
taxation. Cars of up to 1300 cc are 
taxed at a rate of 166.8 per cent. 
The tax increase to 230 per cent’ on 
larger vehicles: up tc 1800 ce. 
Anything larger than that, faces a 
296 per cent tax, . 

Authorities are presently giving uw 
Vhought to the lowering of taxes on 
larger oars, Taxes on smaller cars 
were reduced prior to the 198! 

Knessel elections. 


ἈΜΈΔΥ close race is on between 
τοῖσι and Japanese autos who are 


ing for the title of 1982's 
best-selling imported car in Israel. 


“trant®, Seclining strength of the 


τον 88 made French Peugeot and 
Citroen models big sellers this yeur, 


* of Deety Katz, marketing manage: 
i. pa Lubinski Ltd. whieh μας 


by th 
Numbe 


ese-tars. Katz believes that 

: cnd'of 1982, they will be 
t One, 

Competin 


lain tha ke auto importing firms 


a thai the ΝΣ is exaggerating and 
~Gitoen with 
- iipanese Sub; 


salés of Peugeot und 
tot surpass those of the 
‘Darin Israel. Besides, 
le Ol, Katz is talking about 

& two ‘different car com 


French cars not 


jogs,“ but: have - | 
arvice and ἃ strong. ᾿ 


The race to be No. 1 


French cars are taking the new Japanese 
competition seriously, Yitzhak Oked learns. 


French teave — left, Citroen, and right, Peugeot 
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boosted in the coming year as 
Citroen and Peugeot move into dif- 
ferent segments of the auto market. 
This includes the “pick-up” field 
where Peugeot is introducing the 
new JS commercial vehicle. 


“WE ARE GOING to have dozens 
of versions of this model available, 
One of: them that will surely turn 


τ this into a best-seller, is the J5 that 


has 10 passenger seats plus the 
driver's, These seats can be [olde 
Lo accommodate cargo." 2 
Another part of the car market is 
that concerned with taxis. Lubinski 
is now importing a 505 Peugeot that 
can carry seven passengers in the 
eity and six on inter-urban routes, It 


has a diesel-fuelled motor and Katz 
says he hopes it will be attractive to 
Israeli taxi drivers who usually 
overwhelmingly prefer Mercedes 


Laer ae ὃ 
He points. out that gales of 


Citroen cars in Israel are on the in- 
crease all the time. : Η 
“Two years ago our company 
sold about two Peugeot cars for 
every Citroen, This year they. have 
nearly caught up with Peugect sales 
and I predict that by next year, for ᾿ 
every Peugeot car we sell; we ‘will ἢ 
sell one Citroen." The best-selling 
Citroen is the Visa model. E 
Katz is counting on his customers 
to be faithful to-his company and 
not to swilch over to the Subaru, 3 
saying that they already know that: 
French cars have 8 good used-car 
market value, - 
“Even though every Isra¢li wants . 
to change his car every three years, 
he usually has to keep it a couple of 
years longer. Because of. this, he - 
wants a car that is not too expensive 
to maintain, ‘that will have «a good 
price when he sells it," he explains, " 
μη Citroens: and -Petigeots fit, the .-᾿ 


“DUTY-FREE" diplomats and im- 
migrants ure usually the buyers in 
Israck of Sweden's famous Volvu 
autos, but these days, things are dif- 
ferent. 

Fluctuations in the exchange rate 
of Swedish currency over the last 


year have attracted more people to 


what is usually a “conservative” 
crowd of steady Volvo customers, 
says Yaakov Shachar of Muyer’s 
Cars and Trucking Company, sole 
importers of Volvos in Israel, 
“During the past two years, we 
have had a great increase of full- 
price customers — those who are 
paying all the taxes,’ says Shachar, 
He adds that there is also an in- 
crease of sales in what he calls 
“company cars.” Persons who are 
given a company car want a luxury 


car, but for income tax reasons, do 


aX 


not want a car with larger than α 
2000ce. motor. This is where the 
Volvo 240 comes in, with 1800cc. 
and 2000 ες. motors and four-and 
five-door options. 


THE MORE expensive Volvo 760 
model is the “flagship,” according 
to Shachar. An answer to the 
Mercedes, he says, this new car has 
been brought in to replace the 
Volvo 264 and has six cylinders and 
a 2.8-litre motor; it was a hit at the 
Geneva car show last February. 
In planning this car, Volvo has 
gone out of its way to make some 
great changes including more com- 


forlable back seats, Shachar ex- 
Plains that a special thermostat 
enables the motorist to use the air- 
conditioning in the 760 ull year 
round. 

During the 1982 model year, 
Mayer's managed to sell 1300 cars. 
Already 400 1983 automobiles have 
been sold until now, and another 
200 have been ordered. 

As things stand today, Shachar 
expects that sales of 1983 Volvos 
will at least reach the 1982 level, 
and, if things continue in the same 
manner, might even go [0 per cent 
higher. 

He's nol very worried about com- 
petition from other car companies 
— like Subaru — because, he says 
curtly, “They are not in our 
league." 


¥.0. 


YEARS AGO, no-frill Fiats were 
favourites in Israel. Today, car 
buyers’ preferences ure changing 
and so is the style of these popular 
Italian autos. 

“We are noticing an interesting 
(rend among Israeli cnr buyers,” 
says Alex Goren, -head of the 
Mediterranean Car Agency, sole 
importers of Fiat in Israel. “Until α 
couple of years ago, Israelis wanted 
.the lowest priced car, If that meant 
the best-selling Fiat 127, then they 
wanted the two-door model without 

* any extras — in short, the boliom of 
the line. 

“Now during the past couple of 
years, there has been quite a revolu- 
tion. The car buyer of the 1980s in 
Israel wants the top of the line. He 
Wants a car with ali the trimmings." 

Goren says that when Fiat started 
making cars with luxuries, “we were 
scared, and feared that there would 
be a drop in sales here.” But Fiat 
sales have increased, and some of 

- the models are so popular today, 
that people are willing to wail wo 
or three months to get them, 


Trimmings 


Spenk ing over the hustle and bus- 
tle of salespeople and customers in 
the Fiat sulesroom, Goren sounds 
optimistic about the coming year's 
business. A lot, he says, depends on 
pa and the cconomy. "If we 

ave elections as predicted next 
May-June, I think we will do a brisk 
business." . 

According to £982 figures that 
Goren has compiled, Fiat cars were 
the fourth best-sellers in Israel after 
Subaru, Peugeot/Citroen, and 
Renault. Last year, Fiat sold about 
10 per cent of all the new 
automobiles sold in Israel. 


IF [T WEREN'T for the fact that 
the French franc has been so weak, 
making the price of French cars 
particularly attractive nowadays 
compared -(o the relatively. higher. 
cost of Fiats, then, says Goren, they 
would have sold more cars. He 
points out that they pay for ihe Fiat 
cars in U.S. dollars and not in 


Tealian lira. 

The Mediterranean Car Agency's 
sales manager, Yosef Bassan, says 
he is confident that they will 
manage to increase their sales this 
year with the new, “face-lifted" Fiat 
Panda and Ritmo, 

Asked aboul the expected 
Japanese car invasion, Goren does 
not sound worried, saying that ‘the 
newspapers had blown up this mat- 
ter beyond proportions, 

He admits that today, Japan's 
Subaru autos are the best-sellers in 
Israel, having taken that title away 
from Fiat. But Goren says that 
Fiat's reputation is solid and tong- 
standing in Israel and it will not be 
50 easy to culogize his company, 
They are in the market, he says, and 
fighting hard to keep on top. 

Now, he adds, not only are there 
new customers but they already 
have second generation Fiat buy- 
ers. Those youngsters who used 
to sit in the back seat of those small 

Fiat 600 and Fiat 850s, have grown 
up, now have driver's licenses, and 
are buying their own Fiats. ¥.0. 


Coming on strong 


Cars of the future may have a ceramic engine and be fuelled by water. 


BY THE 1990s the preferred 
automobile engine may be mude 
. largely-of ceramics thstead of steel. 
John Τιαππί πρὶ a specialist for Corn- 
. ing Glass Works in dhe U.S. says 
ceramic engines will be eithar gns 
turbines or ndinbatic turbocharged 
diesels, Ἶ 
_ Adiabatic means operating a 
even lemperature. They will run at 
extremely high temperatures and 
will use at least 25 per cent less fuel 
than today's diesels-and a lot tess 
than petrol engines, They will need 
minimal, or even no cooling, 
They will cost more than today's 
“engines, bul will last a lot tonger, 
Besides, the pas turbines will have 
multifuel. capability, burning 
anything from: powdered ‘coal . to 
methanol rlcohol or kerosene: Both 
types of engines could -burn 
hydrogen: - ᾿ 
_ ὐ Lanning said Corning already is 
making prolotype ceramic parts 
out of arconia or alumina nitride 
for -suchy experimenial engines, 
Many have been tested.on the road: 
and -in/stutionary applications. But’ 
for ordinary automolive and marine . 
use,"they «still are years away, 


because it takes time and hundreds . 


of miltions: of doflars to develop a 
new breed ‘of engine for mass use, 

Ceramic ‘components also are be- 
. ing developed by GTE-Sylvania 
 Carborundum and Norton in the . 
U.S. and by many European and 
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Japanese companies. Their purpose 
is to withstand high temperatures 
and corrosion. Heavy castings and 
forgings such as blocks and 
crankshafts would continue to be of 
metal, bué the cylinder liners, piston 
heads, manifolds and turbocharger 
Parts on the diesel and many inter- 


“nal paris of the turbines would be 


ceramic, oa 
- The higher the temperature at 


which an engine can operate, the- 


Breuter ils overall fuel efficiency. In 
turbocompound engines there is an 
additional gain, because the hot ex- 
haust gases are re-used before being 
expelled, High temperature engines 
burn the fuel more completely and 
thus greatly reduce harmful exhatst 
emissions. Although petrol engiries 
ulso can be turbocharged, they can- 
not operate al the high 
temperatures -envisioned for these 
engines because peirol fuel mix- 


- tures detonate, or burn explosively, . 


al the high temperatures, . 
Nevertheless, because of its low 
cost -and ‘light weight, the ‘petrol 
engine undoubtedly will survive for 
smaller cars and boats and for 
motorcyies, - mee ᾿ 
τ Most of the world’s automobile 
and engine builders-— General 


Motors, . Ford,. Caterpillar, Cum . 2-7 


mins, Chrysler, ~General - Electric, 
Pratt & Whitney, Volv if 


Japanese producers ---. 


ave bée 


“ SCIENTISTS at Texas A ἃ M 


aitler- Ὁ 
Benz and ober Furepeas ‘and . 


working on the turbine and the tur- 
bocharged diesel engine for years 
and now are avidly experimenting 
with. the new high-temperature 
ceramic internal components. 
Because the gos turbine has been 


. Such an impressive success in jet air- 


ΓΑΙ, military vehicles, locomotives 
and electric generators, it may be 
asked why the auto industry doesn't 
go directly to the turbine instead of 
to the adiabatic diesel. 

The turbine still has drawbacks 
for ordinary automobile use — high 
initial cost, relatively poor accelera- 
lion and, despite its magnificent fuel 
efficiency at. sustained speed, it 
burns an awful lot of fuel at the slow 
and Idling speeds Necessary in heavy 
traffic, So it.may be practical only 
for big expensive vehicles thal make 
long trips. ᾿ 


University sald recently they have 
developed a way to produce hydro- 
gen fuel from water much more 
efficiently’ than ‘Was possible. with - 
previous methods, Two young un- 


iversity Scieritisis have created a - 
- device to electroctémically split 


freeing the 


been:‘done- 


juc~ 
uid: 


feasible and make its price com- 

βείπινε with petrol. If the research 

igures hold up, hydrogen fuel could 
be marketed for use in automobiles 
at less than 1 dollar a gallon if 
produced at large facilities, No such 

. facilities now exist. 

A major advantage of hydrogen 
fuel is that it is a form of clean 
energy that can be stored for tong 
Periods, Solar eriergy can only be 
used immediately or be stored brief. 
ly in‘ batteries. © ~ 
_ A few -experimental hydrogen- 
Powered cars exist, -and research is 
being done on how best to store 
hydrogen, a flammable and 
adourless element, safely, 

The Volkswagen of America diesel- 

Powered Rabbit, with an estimated 

_ 30 miles (80km) per gallon, topped 
the U.S. Environmental Protection 
-Agency's (EPA) 1983 fuel: economy 
“estimates: ‘High-priced Rolls- 
Royce, Cadilldc and Ferrari models 
headed the list of gas guzzlers,-: 

_ The Chevrolet Chevette and Pon- 
tine 1000 were the top-ranked U.S, 
* diesc|-powered automobiles, each 

getting an estimated 42 mpg (66km), 

“the EPA said‘in-its, annual. survey, 
Teleased ‘fecéntly, Following . the 
Ὁ Rabbit:in_overall-performaitce was 


suzur ‘TeMark, at 44. mpg, and the 
ΜΕΝΤ τ Ππς 


the Nissan’ Sentra αἰ 48 “mpg; : the’ 


VW Jetta with a 43 mpg rating. 
The top-ranked petrol-powered 
automobile in the survey is the 
Honda Civic, at 45 mpg, followed 
by Toyota Starlet models in second 
and third place at 44 mpg and 42 
mpg. The Nissan Sentra, al 40 mpg. 


came in fourth for petrol-powered _ 
automobiles, followed in fifth place - 
by another Honda Civic model, the . 


Dodge Colt, Mitsubishi Precis, 
Plymouth Colt and a Toyota Tercel, 


all at 39 mpg. The Renault Alliance” 


followed at 37 mpg. 

The worst performance was by 
the Maserati Quattroporte aj 8 mpg 
followed by the Rolls-Royce 
Camargue and the Rolls-Royce 
Corniche at 9 mpg. 

Others in ‘this group were the 
Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit and the 
Cadillac Limousine, with 10 mpg. 


Ferrari 308 and Ferrari Mondiat-i! | 


mpg, Jaguar XJS, 14 mpg, Porsche 


911, Buick Rivieras Imperial, Old-. - 
smobile Toronado, all at 16 mpg.” 


The EPA said the vw Rabbit is 
equipped with a semi-automalic 


transmission’ and a new re - 
feature introduced by the firm Ἢ Ἐν 
year. This feature conserves fuel by ὁ 


aulomalically shutting off the 


engine -when it. is ‘idling ΟΓ -.; 


decelerating. It restarts the engine 
when power Is needed. (UPI, AP) 
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nance Minister Yoram 
H = forced me to shift from 
μι sitomatlc transmission to hnnd- 

ars. 
oe substantial customs 
reductions on cars early last year, 
μ made me feel as if it were my 
tiie duty to replace my seven-year- 
ad Fist 124 automatic for a new 
gubaru. The catch was that the 
reductions were available only on 
cas with engines up to 1,300 cc., 
μά Subaru, the make 1 wanted, 
mikes no aulomatic gear for that 
sz. So I bought the car, hoping 
that during the three months’ 
wating time 1 would succeed in 
achieving the unachievable — 
jaming to use a gearshift. : 

To an Israeli driver, the switch to 
shit would seem idiotically simple. 
Bot for a former American, who 
kamed how to drive an automatic 
in New York and passed the test 
fier taking 10 40-minute lessons, it 
we like learning to walk again. 

A colleague at work manfully 
vohnlesred to give me a “lesson or 
two" in his vintage Volkswagen sta- 
ton wagon. I tried maneuvering the 
bie monster around The Jerusalem 
Past parking lot, not too successful- 
h. So, despite teasing from friends, 
Idecided to take lessons at αὶ driving 
shool, even though my licence al- 
lowed me to drive a gearshift-car 
vithout me knowing how to do so 
(awmekere, take note). 

Thad to unléarn what { had taken 
lorgranted, A little pressure on the 
“$8 pedal of an automatic cur will 

εἰ you quite nicely. But you 
to push hard on the gas in a 
til car or the motor will die. 

After six lessons with the driving 
school, in the same mike, year and 
even colour car as I had ordered 
fom Subaru, mine wrrived. It wus 
wih much trepidation that 1 went lo 
the agency to pick it up and drive it 

on my own, The cor was purked 
o.a sharply inclined street, and 
ten before starting up, the odds 
wae against me. The engine died 
vera times before 1 managed to 

Ruacilate it and nudge it nervously 
away. 

That night was Independence 

Eve, and I wanted to take the 
for a spin. But traffic in the 
centre of town was horrendous, and 

eo stuck among a torrent of cars 

a narrow Jerusalem street. 
_ When. did you learn to drive?" 
‘houted a driver behind me as 1 

“lo start up the engine yet 
un. “And where did you get 

‘ough money to buy that car?” 


We, 


Minicay 


is fa 


Wever not too many weeks 
MY confidence built up, and | 
ete tching gears without even 

wing atthe speedometer to see 
Was passing 40 or 60. My 
pine es Chad begun to com- 


τι Eighteen Months jater, I'm driv- 
ἘΣ ΤΌΣ gearshift smoothly, and pay- 
pelroi for the more ef- 
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BUICK-CHEVROLET — 


Signof Leadership 1983 


Something new 
in the west! General 
Motors presents “Buick” & 
“Chevrolet” with a New line. ° 
; Still with the familiar 
features of dependability, 
comfort, security and grace, 
we've added 2 new 
improvements. 


Now, "Chevrolet" and “Buick” 
models are shorter and more 
compact —‘without detracting 


from the roomy and comfortable 


interiors. A driving pleasurel 


enican Cars 
feet te 
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a 
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IN 1975 in Basingstoke, England, 
Dr. Richard Mackarness treated a 
new patient who had been found ly- 
ing in the road. The womun was not 
ἃ traffic victim but a “chemical” 
victim who, because of her sen- 
sitivily to automobile exhaust 
fumes, fainted and developed a 
rash. 

This sory is not us uncommon as 
one might think. Today in England 
and elsewhere, the study (called 
“clinical ecology" in the U.S.) of al- 
lergic and other responses to 
chemical pollutanis, is a well- 
established discipline, 

Exhaust fumes, it is said, contain 
toxic substance which not only 
cause immediate discomfort and 
dumage to health — for example, by 
exascerbating bronchitis — bui they 
are also curcinogenic. In addition, 
polluted air can adversely affect 
behaviour and judgement. 

In Israel, awareness of air pollu- 
tion's effects on the human environ- 
ment is relutively low: Few Knesset 
members are interested in ecology 
or the citizens’ need and right to 
breathe air without dumage to their 
health, | 

Estublished in 1963, the En- 
vironmental Protection Service 
(EPS), under the direction of Dr. 
Uri Marinov, is the central 
governmental body dealing with en- 
vironmental policy management 
and monitoring, and lately, with en- 
vironniental legislation as well. The 
service is part of the Ministry of the 
Interior; the Ministrics of Health 
and of Agriculture also have units 
dealing with aspects of environmen- 
tal health, os do the medical schools 
and municipalities. 

There is no one co-ordinating 
body dealing with the environmen- 
tal issues, no systemic national sur- 
vey of the effects of air and other 
pollution on the health of the Israeli 
population. Ὲ 

When asked why there was ap- 
parently little co-ordination 
between the various air-monitoring 
bodies, why there were so few 
monitoring stations and why, when 
the responsibility for updating the 

environmental iegislation lay with 
the Environmental Protection Ser- 
vice, all the relevant regulations 
remained with the Ministry of 

. Health, an official in one of the 
Ministry's air quality units said, “I 
can't say any more, it's a situation of 

"wars of the Jews,” and put down 
the phone. ᾿ 


AT THE MINISTRY of the 
Interior, the phenomenon of con- 
tinuing deterioration of Israel's air 
quality and rising numbers. of vehi- 
cles on the roads is being monttored 
in particular ‘by Dr. Michael | 
Grnber, who is responsible for the 
traffic pollution section of the Ser- 
vice’s ‘annual report, 

“There gre three main sources of 
air-pollution in Israél," he “says, 
“power-plants, industry, and vehi- 
cles, In maay parts of the country, 
(ransportation is by far ihe biggest 
factor." Pollution from power 

. ‘plants is currently limited to- Iwo 
‘sources — the large Reading power 
‘station in Tel Aviv, and: the small 
one -in- Shuafat, affecting. North 
‘Jerusalem, "ς΄. peta 
. What exactly do we breathe in 
when we.tvalk along the rond, sit-in 
an office in a congested city centre, : 

- or travel by bus or car? There are 
several main pollutants, explains - 
Graber. The first, for which all cars 

cure’ checked at the annual test, is 


τ cfirbon monoxide. In low con- 


centrations, (his pollutant causes 
dizziness and headuches.: In com- 
bining with the hemoglobin in the 
blood and preventing ihe uptake of 
Oxygert, it puts stress on the whole 
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oxides, As. weil 


Exhausted 


Poisonous exhaust fumes are polluting our cities’ air; yet awareness of 
air pollution’s effects on the human environment is low, 


writes Sandra Pepys H 


body system, especially.the heart, A . 
five per cent concentration of 
carbon monoxide in the air kills out- 
right, a 

While Israel has committed itself 
to following EEC regulations as to 
carbon monoxide emissions from 
exhausls, the standard was last set 
here in 1972, and has not been up- 
dated to match current Common. 
Market ‘requirements. As a result, 
the level of carbon monoxide in 
emissions is 4.5 per cent, as com- 
pared to Europe's 2.5 per cent, 

“All the same,” says Graber, “I 
was pleased io sce that the car 
testing station in Jerusalem checks . 
carefully for carbon monoxide, 
even though my car failed the test 
on thal account and it cost a lot of 
money to geét it fixed." 

A major problem in enforelng 
‘even the present alandard is (πὶ im- 
.Ported cars aro not usually checked 


- here, but are admitted for sale -on 


the basis of importers’ documents 
only. Alormingly, in some of. the 
very few spot-cheeks that have been 
cartied out, some brand-new im- 
ported vehicles have been found lo’ 
emit ‘up to 10 per cent carbon: 
monoxide, 


MONITORING 
carbon monoxide 
we breathe on the streets of Israel is Ἢ 
either inadequate or non-existent, . 


of the actual 


The Environmental Protection Ser. *. 


vice statistics for the capital derive. | 
mainly From only one: airs’ 


monitoring station in Jeryséieni, ~ 


and that:is on the top of a three: . 
storey. building. . es 


“aate, brael standard, which per”. “Uisimately, lead accurhulating. in. . 


mhits 60 parts per million of carbon - 
monoxide for up to 175 half-hours a 


year may well be exceeded in down- *- 


town cily locations, central bus Sta.” 


be checking thisss foc. 5 
Other dangerous ‘components Γ 
exhaust emissions. iélude ni 


tions and so on, but noone. Seems to’: 


levels of the air: 


with “lead ea Fhildren ‘living 


eidecker in this 
4 


tants, these oxides form corrosive 
nitric acid in humid air. 

The Israeli standard of | part per 
million is already exceeded in 
Jerusalem, for example, beside Jaffa 
Gate, where the municipal mobile 
ait-monitoring unit recently carried 


oul a survey of air quality, Nitric~ 


acid eats away at stone — and it 
isn't much good for people either, 
Gasoline fumes contain benzene 
which is suspected of causing 
cancer of the liver. Both diesel and 
gasoline emmissions (especially the 
former) contain benzo-a-pyrene — 
a kiown carcinogen — as well as 
other, partially burnt hydrocarbons, 
Diesel engines in Israel, such as in 
buses, taxis and lorries, when, not 
well-maintained or correctly ad- 
justed, produce black smoke or 
soot, This leaves black traces on 
both clothes and lungs. 
. Non-smokers living in central Tel 
Aviv have been found to have lungs 
as black as those of heavy smokers, 
The Leyland buses which form part 
of the older sections of the national 
bus fleet and are still widely in-use, 
may produce smoke even when cor- 
rectly maintained, due to inade- 
quate engine size. : 


befiavioral disturbances in children, 
affecting their ability to concentrate 
and leatn while ‘in.adults, it.can af- 


blood’ levels of lead-in children liv. ; 


.-Corresponds ! with 


analysis of the problem. 


a definite it between high 


world. 

A study conducted by the Hadas- 
sah Medical School's ecology unit 
established that air-borne lead 
levels were, already in 1979, 10 
times higher in central Jerusalem 
than in the residential area of 
French Hill. : 

Partly as a result of the proven 
health hazards of lead, which not 
only circulates in the air but is ab- 
sorbed into crops, there is a general 
movement world-wide to reduce the 
amount of lead in gasoline. In 
Israel, this movement has yel to 
take hold. 

“A year ago there was an item in 
Ha'aretz about improved petrol in 
Israel," notes Graber of the EPS, 
“and 1 thought — rightly, as it 

- turned out — that the authorities 
were probably intending to increase 
the lead content. We quickly ex- 
plained why this was unacceptable. 
It doesn't make sense that Israel 
should be the only country in the 
world where lead content is raised!" 

Since 1973 the U.S. as well as 

- Germany, Sweden and Japan have 
all dramatically reduced lead con- 
tent in gasoline, and England has set 
itself ἢ similar goal by 1984, 

In Israel, the Fuel Authority has 
acknowledged the Problem, says 
Graber, and now it is up to the 
Treasury and refineries to take the 
right steps. New equipment and in- 


stallations will be required to refine | 


_low-leaded gasoline. The fact that 
all Israel's gasoline is leaded means 
that the catalysers so widely used 
-abroad; which -reduce or eliminate 
harmful exhatist emissions, cannot 
“be Tilted On cars here, 


WITH INCREASING traffic pollu 


oxides of nitrogen, Plus hydrocar. 
bons." 

Ozone is a most important ele. 
ment in photochemical Smog ~eex- 
pecially in Jerusalem where there is 
higher solar radiation than on the 
Coast, und where nitrogen dioxide 
levels are also high. Photochemical 
smog is both an irritant and a cor- 
rosive. 

Tel Aviv still has the highest level 
of smog. This explains, for instance, 
why the city's sky is less blue than 
that of Jerusalem, Bul in aerial sure 
veys, pilots have noticed that areas 
of photochemical haze —_ 
predominantly over Tel Aviy, 
Haifa, and Jerusalem — are Belling 
larger, and amount of visibility is 
decreasing. 

Greater public awareness of the 
problem and correct training of 
mechanics in the servicing of vehi- 
cles with exhaust emission problems 
can logether make a contribution to 
better control of air quality, main- 
tains Graber. If every car, bus, lorry 
and taxi driver were to realize his or 
her own personal responsibility for 
the cleantiness of the air we 
breathe, and their vehicles were 
maintained accordingly, there 
would be an improvement of the 
situation — even with the increasing 
numbers of cars on the roads. 

The enforcement of existing anti- 
Pollution legislation is still a 
problem. The police have powers to 
issue lickets for airpollution in- 
fringements, explains Jerusalem 
police spokesman Pakad Ziv 
Rothem. There is one patrol car in 


Jerusalem which does this ex- ἢ 


clusively, together with Tepresen- 
tatives (and pollution-measuring in- 
struments) from the Ministry of 
Health. 

In addition, all police patrolmen 
can issue tickets to any vehicle they 
see emitting black smoke. Some 2) 
penalities of this sori are currently 
issued each day, and involve a fine αἵ 
5500 and an obligation on the part 
of the owner to put the problem 
right. 


CITIZENS can also report lo the 
police, in writing, the license 
number of any offending vehicle 
with the date and place at which 
they saw it. The police will follow 
up and, if necessary, prosecute on 
the basis of such evidence, says 
Rothem. 

Michael Turner, director of the 
five-year-old Municipal En- 
vironmental Unit in. Jerusalem, 
points out that a well-tuned engine 
will not only pollute less but also 
save pelrol through more efficient 
burning of fuel. Jerusalem, once 
famous for its clean and limpid air, 
is beginning to develop the tans- 
portation pollution problems of all 
large cities as it approaches the 
500,000 population level. peat 
Road has a very high pollutant 


problem at one point,” says Turner, © 


“but other areas may not be & 
Problem at ail." This localisation is 
partly due to the particular climatic 


factors, especially winds, in the city. - 


“We've got to be much more 
aware of the situation — when we 
were small, we could survive one 


polluting bus or car, but wecan'tal . - 


ford to ignore the larger problems 
caused-by many polluting buses and 
cars," emphasizes Turner, 


The municipality is currently co ~ 


” sidering the implications of a year 
tong study of transportation —— ἢ 
around Jaffa Road, Among the many 


-worrying findings in this report Cea ae 
” whieh Is yet to be made publie are ie, 


statistics of some of the em 


nitrous oxide and 4.1 -tons of poten 
: tially carcinogenic hydrocarbons: 
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‘Ss Grand 


0: 
ollutants on Jaifa Road this year:: 
Ι τρῆρηϑ of.carboh motioxide,:8.7 ἰοπδ᾽ οἴ. 


@ ITHADneither the excitement, the 


essionalism nor the conditions 
Prix, but it certainly 
racing car fans out of the 
work. Some 30,000 spectators 
m all over Israel, recently con- 
‘eed on Afula for Israel's first- 
ΜῈ car rally, 
The event, co-sponsored by 
Teto (lsrael’s weekly motoring 
piblication) and the Afuls 
lcipality, attracted 200 contes- 
‘mis who had vied against each 
in the preliminaries held a 
Week earlier at Ein Shemer airfield, 
ten drivers qualified for the 
Beg eas al the Afula horse- 
rack. Racing against the 
chek, each of the quarter finalists 
: the track four times, narrow- 
ἊΣ ἧς field (0 six contestants, All 
ἂν Ving identical model cars — 
"sler-manufactured 900ce 
th ms. Drivers complained that 
tt cars did not have sufficient 


q to atlain the Speed demanded 


= = bi everyone was al 

~ Cigedvantage, the gripes 
κόνιν 800d-natured, ἘΠ 

αἰπεὰ aa and spectator- 


Ὁ pervaded the scene 


g their 
Ϊ Greer Fay Cashman races against the clock in Israel's first 
} Car rally held in Afula. Pictures by Dan Landau. 


when the six semi-finalists were 
divided into two groups of three, 
racing against each other. The win- 
ner of the two races were the 
ultimute finalists compoting for the 
title of Isruel's Best Driver, a silver 
cup and the incentive prize of 
1S 10,000, 

The winner, Elon Kedar, a 21- 
yeur-old soldier fram Ness Ziona, 
gol off lo ἃ faster start than his 


Hadera rival, israel Stub, Celebra- 


tions were deferred because Kedar, 
who had switched places on the 
duly roster so that he could com- 
pele, had to get back to his base. 

For Haifa drivers, it was an un- 
lucky day. Five of them reached the 
quarter-finals, but were out-raced in 
the semi-finals. Three cars which 
overturned, were all driven by 
Haifaites, who emerged physically 
unscathed, but with slightly 
bruised egos. 

Disorganization was the order of 
the day, and no provision was made 
for the comfort of drivers between 
heats. Security was equally 
haphazard, with spectators jay- 
walking across the track during 
races, One serious accident involv- 
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ing a pedestrian was: narrowly 
avoided. 

The crowd was treated to two dis- 
plays of driving prowoss. European 


‘racing champion Franz Wurm of 


Austria, driving a Lancia 1500, stir- 
red up clouds of dust with a series of 
quick turns, and several Israeli 
motor-cycliats did some breath- 
taking trick riding. A group of 50 
motor-cyclists was scheduled to 
race on a specially prepared track, 
bul the event was cancelled because 
police considered the venture too 
risky. The cancellation was a last- 
minute decision which sorely disap- 
pointed the riders, some of whom 
had been camping alongside the 
track for a week, 


WITH ALL its shortcomings, the ral- 
ly found an enthusiastic response 
among the Israeli public and cer- ἡ 
tainly did a lot to put Afula on the 
national touring map. Afula 
Mayor, Ovadia Eli, anticipates that 
the car rally may now become an 
annual event. Judging by the ova- 
tion which the crowd gave to the 
motor cyclists, police may have to 
‘re-think their objections next year. 
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IN AUGUST 1981, on a busy in- 
tersection outside of Ashdod, an 
army truck crashed into a bus carry- 
ing Arab labourers from Gaza to 
work in Ssrael. 

Claiming 22 lives and causing 
Many injuries, this accident proved 
the worst in this country’s history. It 
also occured at the stant of Haim 
Corfu's tenure as minister of trans- 
port, and marked the first crisis he 
was to handle in that role. 

Following the incident, Corfu 
conducted a study of problems con- 
nected with road safety in Israel, 
and came to the conclusion that 
there was a need to organize all 
governmental and private bodies 
dealing with road safety under a 
single"umbrella organization. 

Hence, the idea of a Highway 
Safety Administration (HSA) was 
born. Former Broadcasting 
Authority spokesman, Moshe 
Amirny, was appointed by Corfu to, 
make the iden‘a reality. 

Amiray was surprised, during the 
first months at his new job, to dis- 
cover the large number of organiza- 
tions with road safety-directed ac- 
tivities, and the total lack of co- 
Ordination between them. These 
organizations included government 
ministries as well as the military and 
civilian police, the municipalities, 
Magen David Adom, etc. 

Amirav rolled up his sleeves and 
organized ths HSA, which com- 
prised people from these differem 
groups. Meanwhile, a high-level 
committee headed by Corfu was 
formed of all directors-general of 
the ministries concerned with road 
safely. This committee, which now 
meets bi-monthly, co-ordinates the 
HSA's activities with budget alloce- 


Anti-bodies 


Yitzhak Oked talks to Moshe Amirav, 
head of the Highway Safety Administration, 
a central organization dealing with road safety. 


creer 


in harm’s*way — teaching children how to cope with traffic is an essential part of 


road safety education. 


tions il secures from the minister of 
finance. 

On leave from the Technion's 
Road Safety Centre, Dr. Moshe 
Becker is one of the dedicated team 
of people who is working with the 
HSA to develop road safety 
programmes, based on his personal 
research, He explains that 
knowledge, budget and motivation 
are the three major factors infliienc- 
ing the efficacy of the HSA's 


. programmes and the public preven- 


eked sor 


(Ricardo Seligmann) 


tion of accidents. 

As co-ordinator of the road safety 
activities of many different agen- 
cies, the HSA received a budget of 


_ 18380 million for 1982-83, During its 


first year, according to Becker, the 
organization has really “gotten the 
ball rolling.” [1 reties on research 
conducted at various universities, 
which is then implemegted if it 


‘proves cost-effective. 


In addition, HSA personnel work 
with municipality officials to 


improve road signs and the physical 
condition of the nation’s roads. 

In the fast year, says Becker, 
Amirav's organization has 
mobilized the mass media to 
publicize the highway safety 
awareness programmes for citizens 
ranging from kindergarten to senior 
citizen age. In addition, other agen- 
cies — including the police — have 
been prompted to sponsor road 
safety campaigns around the 
country. 

The road safety patrol, says 
Becker, has been re-established 
recently and 200 new traffic 
policemen will take their places 
soon on the streets of Haifa, Tel 
Aviv and Jerusalem. 

The efforts of the HSA are 
also directed at lobbying various 
governmental agencies to reduce 
taxes on safety devices in motor 
vehicles, and to hasten legislation of 
road safety measures. Becker adds 
that the HSA helps to expedite 
highway safety projects which are 
entangled in bureaucratic knots. 

The need for a ‘roof 
organization” such as HSA to deal 
with Israel's problems of road safety 
has never been stronger than now, 
says Becker, when more and more 
vehicles are on the road, 

“Tt took Israel 30 years — until 
1978 — to reach the level of half-a- 
million cars on the road,” he says. 


“Within the next 10 to 12 years, that 


number will double. 

Ours is the country with the sec- 
ond highest density of motor vehi- 
cles per kilometre — 160. Claims 
Becker, increasing density will only 
bring about an increase in accidents 
between vehicles and pedestrians. 

The antidote? Improvement and 


development of the infrastructure 
of Israel's roads, says Becker. 

We have passed out of the “firs, 
generation’’ of drivers in Israel, in 
which there were 80 to 100 vehicles 
for every 1,000 inhabitants. Today, 
he says, in the “second 
generation,” young drivers receiv. 
ing their licenses are eager to buy 
motor vehicles as soon as possible: 
new automobile sales are also 
skyrocketing. 

Becker adds that during the first 
nine months of this year, there has 
been an actual drop in accidents, 

If the conditions of our roads are 
not improved through the efforts of 
the HSA and its related groups, and 
the number of drivers continues to 
mount, “we will come to a situation 
when, in our lifetime, every second 
citizen will have the unpleasant ex- 
perience of being injured in a road 
accident,” he says. 

Becker's hope is that [srae] will 
learn from the experience of other 
developed nations, and that the 
HSA will be able to make more real 
progress. In Japan, for example, 
strong road safety measures were 
put into effect following the efforts 
of the prime minister's office, 

According to Becker, the 
Japanese parliament closely 
monitored the successes and 
failures of the measures 
implemented. . Consequently, the 
tate of road accidents in that 
country from 1970-80, decreased by 
45 per cent. Fatalities were down 50 
per cent in absolute terms, 

This, says Becker, should prove a 
good lesson to Israel which, boosted 
by the HSA's efforts, is beginning to 
wage ἢ Serious war against the lack 
of safety on its roads. 
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Wheels within wheels 


David Brauner switches from a bicycle to an automobile, 


the only thing that riding a 
coo driving & car have in 
common is the road. I would suy 
tat sail and sleam are happily 
andogous 10 riding and driving, 
δα share the surface of the water, 
gd that is where the similarity 


ml there is adifference, ablg dif- 
ference. Al sea, sailors of motorized 
μὰ non-motorized craft genuinely 
done another and honour the 
roles of the sea with respect to One 
nother. The first commandment of 
thae carefully devised rules is; Sail 
lus the right of way. me ᾿ 
On the road, however, it is quite 
clear or it ought to be, that 
honepower has the right of way 
oer peddlepower, Both cyclists 
id motorists recognize that the 
automobile is the superior vehicle. 
Cas have size, speed and power. 
Roads were built for cars, and 
drivers know it. At best, they barely 
Iolerate bicycles ‘ton their turf.’” 
Serious cyclists console their in- 
herent weakness with a sense of 
moral superiority, The bicycle's 
simplicity and efficiency is un- 
mitched by any other machine 
known to man. The bicycle does nol 
pollute the air or waste expensive 
fuel And the combination of exer- 
the and self-satisfaction a rider 
feels fils him with a sense of well- 
being that no driver ever felt, 
_ But insistence on the right of way 
inname of moral superiority is not 


} commended or healthy. In uny 


Contact between bikes und cars, the 


4 ydisi always gets the worst of it. 


The upshot is that motorists curse 
es for @ nuisance und cyclists 


ΕΣ ent the motorcar's natural 


uptiorlty. The animosity between 
two clans is caused by lack of 
atanding and consideration of 
problems and short-comings of 


Iso very different forms of truns- 
Portation, * - 


fon, 
As a cyclist of some 25 yours’ ¢x- 
ce on three continents und in 
Ml conditions, and now as driver 
4 year’s experience in Israel, | 


“later to explain the positions 


Hone side to the other, 

Cyclists are gutter rats. Glass and 
# collect in the gutters, and 
mge grids, potholes and dend 


: Poll all Obstacles to the cyclist 
. bine it seems to the car 


Unnecessary weaving and 
δ. Cyclists approaching such 
lions should try to swing out 
le ag — and smoothly in 

Ot give drivers a shock. Also, 
is tend to be more erratic g0- 
up stesp hills and in bad 
er, especially with strong head 

winds, 


lag: 
Weal 


Md ide, 
tom the cyclist's point of view, 
iain more obnoxious 


the rider ver who hoots simply to let 


t Know he's coming, Riders 


oy ‘Whe engine noise (drivers in 


nr, cles are not aware just 


entry and one-way streets, are 
meant just 1s much for cyclists as 
they ure for motorists. Cyclists ig- 
nore these signs at their peril. 
Riding at night without lamps is 
beth illegal and suicidal. Yet, 
drivers heware: foolhardy cyclists 
do all these with impunity. 

Now, for the drivers: On nearing 
u cyclist, drivers should slow down 
(traffic permilting), check the rear- 
view mirror, signal and swing out in 
anticipation of an erratic move- 
ment, 

Cars making a right-hand turn at 
a corner where a cyclist is at or just 
entering the intersection, should do 


Warshavsky — rriebcn 


So behind the cyclist, never in front 
of him. Cyclists generally do not 
have mirrors and so cannot know 
when a car intends to turn right. As 
ἃ cyclisi, | have learned to always* 
look over my left shoulder at cross- 
rouds to see if the car behind is 
turning right. Even that precaution 
has not always saved me, because 
often -drivers do not signal their 
turns, 


caught bet: 
and the suddenly opened door of a 
parked car, 

My first and more noble impulse 
is to end by saying that cyclists and 
motorists should relate to each 


other wilh caution, consideration 
and respect. But on second 
thoughts, it is better to consider 
everybody on our roads as reckless 
and irresponsible, and take it from 
there. 


Drivers who park on the right 
side of the street and leave their 
vehicles from the driver's or left 
side, should look back before open- 
ing the door. A cyclist can ‘be 
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ch nolse they are maki 
“Might can see the headlight 

*pproaching from behind. 
Coting can frighten a 
ng him to swerve, 
ould be especially wary 
paching and passing 


* Exchange rate of 1000 Lir 
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THERE tS a book of poems about 
motorcycles hy Diane Wakoski 
which iy dedicited to the men she 
has known who ride them. 

The houk “is dedicated ta all 
those men who hetrayed me at une 
time or another, in hopes they will 
fall off their motorcycles und break 
their necks." 

Having fallen uff my motorcycte, 
Nearly “breaking my neck several 
limes singe my scnioz year of cal- 
lege — long before recciving 
Wakoski's book as a gift — | was 
determined not to journey ugain on 
two molorised wheels in Israel, the 
land of the perpetual demolition 
derby, 

But when, one January Jerusalem 
day in 1974, a man offered a 1942 
British Army surplus 500cc BSA 
motorcycle with sidecar, [ could not 
resist, The fact he wus asking 1L250 
— then 560 — made it even more a 
lark. ‘ 

A word here about terminology. 
“Addiction” is not a correct term to 
describe the nexus of rider and bike, 
although the effects are offen 
similar. Motorcycle riding is in the 
blood — in my case on my mother’s 
side’ My Zafda Katz was the only 
one of my grandparents to ride pil- 
tion on my Honda 350 and, despite 
my babeh's pleas, he insisted we ride 
past his shu! twice. 

The born biker may dismount for 

a lime, sometimes involuntarily, in 
order to heal: but there is no deny- . 
ing the call to ride again. That day 
in Jerusalem — the first time that 
noble single-cylinder engine fired 
and throbbed, linking me instantly 
to the memories of its former riders 
at Εἰ Alamein and the flight against 
Rommel — | was hooked, 


JANICE AND I took off on our first . 
official adventure that crisp morn- 
ing, | driving and she in the sidecar, 
wedged in with blankets and food, 
We were accompanied by stalwart, 
. Uhough skeptical, Rick in his trusty- 
though-comman Vespa. 

We blew a valve climbing back up 
the.. Castel after an invigorating 
Slalom down the Ramalla alpine 
route to Latrun, My friend Houmi 
was persuaded the following day-io 
‘tow the BSA illegally behind his 

“Plymouth into town, where my 
_ traqi-born, British = Army-trained 


mechanic, Avraham, soon put her 
back on the road, For only [L400, 

Many repairs followed many 
More journeys over (he next seven 
years, but faith was never broken 
“and never did that war relic fail to 
Start. L ran out of gas in the middle 
of the Negey and had to hitch to a 
gas station and back, bike. paris 
have fallen along the way upon oc- 
casion, but in the all-important 
‘metaphysical realm where. much of 


. _. Special to the Jerusalem Post . 
INSTEAD OF poring over the 
classified ads ih your search for a 
used car, consider another pos- ” 
sibility. — shopping at car rental 
agencies. Buying from their stock, 

᾿. Says automotive expert Joe Criden, 
means getting. a well-tried and 
reliable ‘car that will most likely 

_ come with a warranty and have 

“relatively few kilometres on the 
odometer, 
οὐ Criden snys he “fully and un- 
‘.qualifiedly” - recommends buying 
cused cnrs [rom (the larger, more es- 
τς tablished) rental firms because they 
: usually take better care of their 
ν᾿ ‘autos dhan do private owners. True, 
eo (He rental auto has passed through 
many hands, but the firms are duty- 
bound to-kesp it in good shape and 
have it checked afler every trip. 
“A car hire company cannot al- 
low ‘itself fo have a car stranded on 
” the roadside,” Criden wrote receni- 
ly in the Israe! Consumers-Council's 
piblication, Ma Kedai, eee 

“It prefers investing 5200 More ™ 

in changing ‘this or that spare part 

- than to end yp losing thousands of 
- shekels ‘because of a stalled car. - 

which must be towed away and. a- 
client who must be compensated.” ' 
Such an incident also causes ihe . 

. company ‘to lose face. ᾿ : 
A rental firm demands .that ‘its 


cars meet world-wide standards and: 


costs. The firm cannot allow itself to 
stock cars with recurring problems, 
hard-to-get spare parts, or, says 
Criden, tendencies toward lengthy 
visits to the garage, . 

In addition, he explains, you are 
“in the dark" when you buy a used 
car from the classifieds, as the 
owner may nol give. you its full 
“pedigree,” and may conceal. its 
Faults. ᾿ 


+ firm," according to Criden’s article 
“In Ma Kedai, “il is a obligated .to’ 
report any previous accident in 
which the vehicle’ his been in- 


4 


(urns out to be false, the company 
_ Will be gullty.of a criminal-offence.” 


“done on the car. 
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A Sidecar PRA 


llan Chaim remembers a last, great journey. 


have relatively low maintenance ᾿ 


“When you buy from a car hire 


‘valved. Should it claim there ‘has* 
* been no such accident and the claim - - 


“You may request the company to. 
give you a”compréhensive auto log, ..' 
listing all maintenance and repairs ᾿ 


4 


true biking is done, the BSA never 
left me stranded, 

Four round trips to Nuweiba — 
always with one and often with two 
passengers — plus diving and camp- 
ing gear, food and other delicacies 
were made on the BSA, with its 
conforting stereo tape-deck with 


. two pairs of earphones, Twice the 


Golan Heights were conquered. in 
the same manner. 
As the bikers of Jerusalem begin 


Hire 
purchase 


whether the motor or any of the 
other winding parts. Have-.done 


~ 40,000, . 140,000 or 240,000 
‘kilometres as odometers start 


registering anew every 100,000km. 
‘On the other hand, says. Criden, 
auto rental firms don’t hold onto. 


. vehicles for more than a year or 
. two, Thus, if the odometer reads 
οὐ 40,000k m. - for a year-old car, you 


can believe it. ὃ ΄- 
“Have you ever bought.a car from 


~.@ friend, — or. through the classified 
«dg — and encountered problems 
with Ittwo weeks later? The 


previous owner. will say, “Sorry, 
‘bud; .thal's your“problem," ac. 
cording to Criden, but ἃ rental com. 


“pany ‘will give you a Warranty and . 
__bake. responsibility, for the ‘car for ἐ ἢ 
“anywhere from. two; months , jo 2 mechanical and exterior. condition aaa ing 
ne 7 a fag it sold was generally better ra what hat’ Te ul be 

an that of: dther Vehicles on the : Chances are 
neg a Cal satisfied by your hew a 
Purchase. * 


veral years. © 


ned Desire 


{Ronald Basford} 


wearing boots and jackets again, 
and worrying about skidding acci- 
dents, the semi-retired biker's eyes 
turn inward, back to summer and 
the last great journey, 
IT BEGAN in August in Jerusalem 
before dawn, loading the sidecar 
with the help of my younger 
brother, in town for the summer, 
The timing is important: We must 
drive from ihe German Colony to 
ML. Scopus near the amphithentre 


Secondhand. woes aren't necessary if you buy. from a rental agency. 


τ past have any influence on its value. 


Levi Yitzhak, damages assessor and 
member of the Israet Insurance As- 
sessors Association, says that there 
is no justification for thinking that 
every “hired” vehicle has necessari- 
ly depreciated in value, 

~ Cars from different auto hire firms 
must be judged on their individual 
merits; says Yitzhak, as well as on 


just transportation. 


ta sec the sun heam across the 

Sea from beyond Mouv, In ia 
parlance, this is known as Making a 
Propitivus start, 

Then down the mountain τὸ the 
Jericho basin in 25 Loo-short 
minutes of flying belore the wind, 
No traffie — just the roud to sail, τὼ 
navigate the bike like a Facing 
slovp. 

At the Dead Sea we take off a 
layer of jackets, socks and doves, 
and switch to shorts and T-shirts, 
Soon we will take off the shirts and 
begin serious work on our tans, 

Αἱ Ein Gey we pause to rinse off 
the dust under a waterfall and drive 
off to steam ourselves dry in the 
already-scorching 9.00 a.m. heat, A 
similar stop is made under the lawa 
sprinkler of a friend's house al 
Moshav Hatzeva, about two hours 
out from the gulf, Then Eilat, the 
beach, the sea and so on. 

(The wide open desert road can 
blow as cold as it does hot. Once! 
thought the coldest ride was cross 
ing the Alps from Austria to 
Yugoslavia on that Honda 350 my 
Zaida loved. There was snow and 
hail, and ice on the road, and no one 
to keep the wind off my freezing 
back. Then I drove back from Eilat 
in the rain one night in January aller 
some scuba diving.) 


THE CHAIN broke near Sdom and 
we had to find part of il back along 
the road, then use a rock for 8 ham- 
mer against another rock as an anvil 
and make the repair — of course 
without gloves. We chugged vic- 
toriously up the mountain several 
hours later, giving the clenched left- 
fisted biker's salute to incredulous 
soldiers at a checkpoint near Wadi 
Kelt at about | a.m. My companion 
slept in the sidecar, zipped inside 
two sleeping bags. 

It’s necessary occasionally to dis- 
mount an ex-army motorcycle thal 
has no suspension in the back and 
one ridiculous spring inthe front. 
The official nomenclature for thal 
type of BSA is “girder front and 
rigid rear." 

And so was mine much of the 
lime. But it was worth every grush 
spent on muscle relaxants. 

To a biker, a car will always 


A motorcycle is to drive. 


company-owned autos also prove to 
be a good buy, according lo Criden. 


“When you're dealing with α firm 


with a well-organized car fleet, 8 
vehicle officer and mechanles, 1.5 
worth it to buy a vehicle from that 
firm. First of all; he wrote in 
Kedal, “their cars are well 

for. They don't think twice before 
changing parts. The vehicle super 
visor will not want to take any 1 
and, as repairs are charged to the 
company, he changes parts [re 


the ‘basia of which firm is selling quently. 


them. The value of a car used by a 


“In addition, even when the vehl- 


smaller - rental company and later cle is registered in the name of 


sold by “conventional™ Means, is 


Mot equal to the value of a car 


purchased from a bigger company 
which complies with higher 
maintenance, care and guarantee 
standards, : 

. Alter, interviewing the owners of 
cars previously used by the large car 


found that- most had 


το linked to the'vehicles' “rental”-past. - 
For example, he'savs that following - 


examination of the Avis company's 


orms,” he ;concluded that the 


sed car market, ὃ 


Besides’ rental “agency cars, used 


for firms with a large car fleet run 
by a special group of employer Ἵ 
-Tental agencies, Yitzhak says he’ This is not the case, for εχ! Pre 
no complaints where unorganized outfits or 

ἱ butzim are concerned. - pan 


company, this does not mean that i 
has Πανὸς through several hands. 
In most instances the car belongs 
one particular individual who drives 
it regularly.” 


All this is true, says Criden, only 


Cars that have changed 


‘i or 
within @ -particular company: ; 
auto history documents or “work have been used by 4 reliable ae 2 
Tental agency, Criden a em 
are tried and tested. You will } ef 


ane 
very 
ἀ" 
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their (human) 
qucH Lr world over have 
an “social” hierurchy. The 
ape cars, of course, are on 

"At the bottom of the pecking 
er ge the slower, smaller vehi- 
ds and the old-timers. : 

We are concerned here with the 
modest, diminutive Citroen Dyane, 
which is supposedly locuted 
somewhere around the bottom of 
that pecking order. At the wheel 
happens to be Anat, my tenacious 
wife. She rides Dyane like Don 
Quixote rode his Rosinante. 

Living in Mevasseret Zion, she 
με discovered her battleground: 
consisls of the roads near the 


Princess Dyane 


She has learned to use her small, 
seemingly “lowly” car to its best ad- 
vantage, On the Tel Aviv-Jerusalem 
highway, Anal cruises at 80 and 
Overtakes an old NSU Prinz which 

“defends itself at 75 km/h. Behind 
Anat is a hefty Peugot 504, aggres- 
sively honking and blinking its 
headlights at the little green Dyane. 
When finally passing, the little man 
at the wheel, his ego injured, angrily 
points to the side of the road, 
shouting with body-language. Such 
things happen all the time on the 
toad and turn Anat’s driving into an 
eternal, exciting olympiada. 

Looks are deceiving. After learn- 
ing the game, the little Dyane has 
outdone even the big ones in the 
automotive hierarchy, 


Body beautiful 


Addie Drecksler cleans it herself. 


better — with my own little bucket, 
Sponge, and liquid detergent? 

Tn the absence of αὶ car vacuum, | 
find that a whisk broom is nor a 
satisfactory substitute. I alse dis- 
cover thnt you can break as many as 
three finger nails picking pine nee- 
dles out from under the car seals, 
and that it takes a minimum of eight 
trips to the water spigot just to wel 
down the car before sonping It. 

An hour-and-a-half later, 1 step 
back with a sigh, shake the water off 
my dripping body and wring out my 


FEGETARIANS ARE SPROUTING 


Werner Braun 


would lose her schwung and reach 
Mevasserct with tears in her eyes, 
There wus no end to her being 
tailgated, overtaken, hooled, 
screamed und flashed at until she 
learned lo use her spurs on Dyane. 

Now she shoots forward like an 
arrow und spilefully maneuvers 
Volvos behind slow-moving trucks. 
Rather than be overiaken by a 
middle-class Subaru, Anat skilfully 
handles the gearshift’ and soon 
triumphantly lets it smell the ex- 
haust. 


Castel, 

inthe beginning, before she had 
full command over her sturdy horse, 
it was hard going. Any chutzpadik, 
πὰς Autobianchi could shove her 
‘over to the road's shoulder. She 


WOMEN CAR owners of the world 
unite! Never again need you submit 
to the tyrannical auto mechanic, 
whose every grunt mreans another 
2000 shekels. Car cleaning and 
maintenance can be a do-it-yourself 
(inexpensive) venture — so, tnke 
your place among the moguls of 
notoring. 

Granted, just around the corner 
ftom my apartment is u fully 
mechanized car wash where, for 
mere IS80, the atlendants whisk a 
vacuum through, slosh the mats 

- (ud replace them, soaking wet, to 
drench the floor carpets), and then 
merrily send the car slong the con- 
wyor belt to giant brushes, hoses 
ad squirting soap. 

Why can't J do just ns well — or 


squishy tennis shoes, as I look at my 
now-clean car drying in the sun. 

It has huge water spots 
everywhere, I notice, and wet up- 
hostery where water leaked through 
the window seal. Oh well. 

Next comes the wax. The direc- 
tions on the bottle sound easy 
enough. “Wash and dry car" — 
already done, more of less. “Pour 
wax onto damp cloth and rub well 
with circular motions*' — no 
problem, except for that impossible- 
to-reach spot in the centre of the 


| Vegetarian and Non-Vegetarian alike 
ἣ DISCOVER * WHERE TO EAT VEGETARIAN 


{> Let ISRAEL SPROUTS be 
αὐτο your guide! 
a4 1S 120, inc. VAT 


:Teraet Sprouts is available at bookshops, and at The Jerusalem 

1: P08t offices in Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and Haifa, or by mail, To 

‘| “‘SU8r fill cut the form below and send it, with your payment, 10 
~The Jerusalem Post, P.O, Box 81, 91000 Jerusalem. 
- : d 


ISRAEL SPROUTS 
53 . AVEGETARIAN SOURCEBOOK 
eas BY BOHNA AND SHMUEL HABERMAN-BROWNS 


TO: THE JERUSALEM: POST, 
P.0.Box 81, 91000 Jerusalem, 


We for IS 120 is enclosed 


bt 9 henge" Ths pridg noted above will be honoured thiough November 


roof which no one will ever see. 
“Let dry; then wipe with clean cloth 
and buff lightly." Not bad. 1 flex my 
almost-numb right arm back to life 
and head toward the house. 

The final step, which Turtle Wax 
omits but which 1 hasten to add: 
“Soak entire (human) body in avery 
hot tub to ease those seldom-used 
muscles now screaming out in pain 
and anger.” Why do they not share 
the clation and the sense of self- 
sufficiency that inflate my soul? 

| go back out to the car to 
retrieve the maintenance manual 
from the glove compartment. For 
my next attempt, I decide, [ will 
change the oil. Car hood propped 
up, manual in hand, I locate the oil 
filler plug, the drain plug, and the 


Pleass send mis David Roberts: The Holy Land.. Payment 
‘js enclosed [18 3000 in Israel, US$ 90 abroad). 3 


The Jerusalem Post, P.0. Box 81, 91000 Jeruselem Name cessesetsvsesne 
, ain Me 8 copy of Israel Sprouts. ; ot, es 
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“THE JERUSALEM POST MOTORING SUPPLEMENT ' 


oil filter. Satisfied with my grasp of 
the situation, { release the hood and 


Tour the Israel of the 19th Century 


David Roberts: The Holy Land 


er a ee ee ne nn oe ae ee 


let it drop — barely missing my left 
thumb. 


No matter, As I make a list of the 


supplies I will need from the auto 
shop, | chuckle in anticipation of 
the amazed Sook on the salesman’s 
face. 1 think about the reaction 
when 1 stop at the gas station air 
pump next time to check my own 
tires. 


Now, let's see... Where do 1 find 


the spark plugs? 


Jerusalem Post Motoring supplement 
edited by Joanna Yehlet. Layout by 
Bernard Berniker. Cover by Ya’acoy 
Kirschen. 


Terra Sancta Arts, Ltd. is proud 
to announce the publication of 
the complete work. of 19th- 
century artist David Roberts. 
The Holy Land contains 123 full- 
colour fascimilo Hthographs (90 
In their original size) 
photographed from the 1842 
first edition of hand-coloured 
prints now found in the Victoria 
and Albert Museum Library, 
London, 

The 1982 edition is a 388-page 
volume, size 24 + 33.6 cm. (9%4" 
+ 134%"), printed on superior 
quality, 170-grain paper, with 
boxed, gold-stamped binding. 
Each lithograph depicts a scene, 
of the Holy Land encountered by 
Roberts in the mid-19th century. 
Opposite each work [5 a currant, 
colour photograph of each 
tableau as it appears today. 
Accompanying text [5 excerpted 
from Robert's private journal of 
his 1839 trip to the Middle East, 
with introductions by Mayor 
Teddy Kollek of Jerusalem and 
Professor Menashe Har-El. . 


inJerael: IS 3000, 
inc. 15% VAT — 
Overseas: US$ 90 


Note: Price is linked to the dollar, 

and subject to change. 

Price includes postage and handling. 
1. (For ovprseas 

ye vee mail, add IS 36.) 

To order, fill out the form and send 


- it, with your cheque, to The 


‘Jerusalem Post, P.0.Box 6). 9)000 
Jerusalem, israel. - ~ 
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